[Malignant transformation of benign mixed tumor of lacrimal gland to squamous cell carcinoma 19 years after initial surgery: report of a case].
A case of malignant transformation of benign mixed tumor (pleomorphic adenoma) arising from the right lacrimal gland is reported. A 63-year-old man was referred to our clinic because of visual disturbance and protrusion of the right eye in January, 1989. His past history revealed that he had had a benign mixed tumor of the right lacrimal gland resected 19 years ago. On CT scan, an iso-density lesion homogeneously enhanced with contrast medium was found in the right orbit. This tumor was partially cystic and invaded the cranial cavity. On T1 and T2 weighted MRI, the tumor appeared as an iso-intensity area. At surgery, the tumor was subtotally resected via the combined fronto-orbital approach on February 3, 1990. Histological diagnosis of the tumor was squamous cell carcinoma, and it was construed to be a malignant transformation of mixed tumor of the lacrimal gland. Postoperatively he was placed on a course of external radiation therapy (63 Gy in total) in combination with intra-carotid Cisplatin injection therapy. The first sign of the recurrence was seen as multiple metastatic lesions in both lungs about 4 months after the surgery. In December, 1990, protrusion of the left eye and disturbance of ocular movement became progressively worse. On CT scan, recurrent metastatic tumor was seen in the left orbit and paranasal sinuses. Although additional chemotherapy and irradiation brought about a short period of symptomatic relief he succumbed to pneumonia in April 18, 1990. Metastatic squamous cell carcinoma was confirmed in the lung at autopsy.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)